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Statins in Chronic Obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD): A feasibility study to control frequent exacerbations needing hospitalization in Kashmiri population
This study is relevant to the audience of this journal as COPD may affect a large number of patients. we hope the authors find our comments/suggestions helpful to improve their manuscript.
Introduction
In line 30 to 34: we suggest focusing these phrases on the clinical management of COPD.
In line 38: Review reference 2, authors can replace it with "Salvi, S., Tobacco smoking and environmental risk factors for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Clin Chest Med, 2014. 35(1): p. 17-27"
In line 62: Missing a reference of COPD biomarkers. In line 346 and 352: duplicate reference. In line 86 to 88: we suggest adding a phrase that emphasizes the need for a two-dose statin RCT study.
Methodology:
Consider adding inclusion and exclusion criteria.  We suggest describing in a table the demographic characteristics of the study population. Define BODE INDEX. Consider defining the confounding variables of the study. The study design is robust, but it is not properly explained. Define the criteria for selecting statin doses.
Results
The condition of a smoker or ex-smoker is a confounding factor in the study? 
Could you clarify if there was a difference in the severity of the exacerbations in table 1?
Consider choosing a table or graphs to display the IL-6 and IL-8 results. Could provide details of the sampling times during the 6 months of studies.
Discussion
In line 221 reference 35 does not seem to be related to "cause of hospitalization among older population in US", author should consider changing it. In line 249 to 250: Consider adding a reference about "mortality and even cardiac death in COPD patients".
References:
In line 38: Review reference 2, author can replace it with "Salvi, S., Tobacco smoking and environmental risk factors for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Clin Chest Med, 2014. 35(1): p. 17-27" In line 221 reference 35 does not seem to be related to "cause of hospitalization among older population in US", author should consider changing it In line 346 and 352: duplicate reference.
Tables / Figures:
Consider choosing a table or graphs to display the IL-6 and IL-8 results.



